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present Ministry. Mrs. Masham was absent two months
from Windsor, with lying-in at Kensington, and my Lord
Treasurer six weeks by indisposition. Some time before
the session, the Duke above-mentioned went to all those
Lords, who, by the narrowness of their fortunes, have de-
pended on the Court, and engaged them to vote against
the Ministry, by assuring them it was the Queen's pleasure.
He is said to have added other powerful motives. Bothmar's,
Memorial was published just at that juncture,1 as Hoffman
the Emperor's Resident had some time before printed the
French King's propositions.2 It is confidently affirmed, by
those who should know, that money was plentifully scat-
tered. By these and some other accidents, the vote was.
carried against the Ministry; and everybody of either party
understood the thing as intended directly against my Lord
Treasurer's head. The House of Lords made a very short
adjournment, and were preparing some resolutions and
addresses of the most dangerous importance. We had a
very melancholy Christmas, and the most fearless persons
were shaken: for^oua^great..danger lay where I cannot tell
your Grace at tHIs distance. The thing wished for was, the
ifernova^                                     but that could not be

done, nor yet is.3 After some time, the Queen declared her-
self as you have heard, and twelve new Lords were created.
My Lord Nottingham's game in this affair has been
most talked off, and several hard things said of him are
affirmed to be true.4 The Dissenting ministers in this town

1  This memorial set forth "the gloomy prognostications" of the
Elector of Hanover, whom Bothmar represented at the Court of Queen
Anne, as to the future of Europe if England should allow herself " to-
be decoyed into an insecure peace" (Wyon, of. a/., ii, 323; ** Prose
Works," x, 42).

2  It would appear that Swift has confused "that pappy H oilman'*
with his predecessor Count Gallas, who had been instrumental In ob-
taining the publication of the terms of " Mat Priofs peace" (Wyon,
op. tit.) ii, 317).

8 The less important member of the family, the Duke of Somerset*
was removed from his office of Master of the Horse a few days later,
but the Duchess retained her office of Mistress of the Robes and re-
mained a thorn in the side of the Government and an obstacle in the
way of Swift's preferment.

4 Nottingham's desertion of the Tory party is thought by Mr.
Leadam (" Political Hist, of England," k, 190} to have been due to
fears for the Protestant succession as well as to resentment at his ex-
clusion from the Ministry.h, as
